I. INTRODUCTION
Safeguarding the livelihoods of a growing global population and ensuring sustainable models of growth and development are characterizing current international governance processes. The UN SDGs are the new and upgraded successors to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and their focus is on offering a policy blueprint to address development in all its dimensions. While the MDGs focused on highlighting issues in global development related to poverty, they faced criticism for not offering implementable steps to achieve these goals, as well as not having a long-term future focus (Fehling et al. 2013; Mishra 2004; Oya et al. 2016) . The SDGs by contrast have a central focus on "sustainability," not only in the environmental sense, but also in regards to responding to emerging development issues and ensuring that global development and policy reform is focused on longterm effectiveness (Kumar et al. 2016) .
Reliance on ocean resources means that the complex and varied factors that drive human and environmental threats to marine ecosystems are crucial to the post-2015 development agenda. SDG 14: "Life Below Water" marks this global recognition of the importance of oceans for all life on earth and emphasizes the negative human impact in this ecosystem and the importance of oceans for sustaining human and ecological wellbeing. Assessing and managing the world's ocean activities is a large and multifaceted process. Negative impacts such as pollution, habitat destruction and climate change-related acidification are acting concurrently with overfishing and destructive fishing practices to degrade ocean ecosystems (Mañez et al. 2014; Charles 2012; Borja 2014) . In order to protect them for the future and ensure more effective and streamlined management of ocean resources, more effective, holistic global governance is essential.
The focus of this article is on one important aspect of this global governance agenda: capture fisheries. SDG 14 is intended to shape the practices of global ocean activities, and while not all the related targets are focused on deep water fishing fleets, many of the targets can be applied to this particular aspect of ocean activities. Whether or not these aims are achieved will be vital for the overall SDG agenda and the future of governing and managing our oceans sustainably.
This article examines whether SDG 14 adequately addresses these issues and to what extent further governance action will be required. Section 2 outlines the importance of capture fisheries for global livelihoods from the economic, social and ecological perspective, such as contribution to the generation of wealth, employment and food security. Section 3 examines the current state of global of fisheries and how some practices and the management of these resources and industry inadequately secures sustainability for the future. Section 4 highlights what sustainability looks like in the global fishing industry, why it has been so difficult to achieve, the challenges of defining sustainability for fisheries, and the
